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bacterial nodule-bearing leaves occur in lllany parts of the Tropics and
that in India, at least, the value of their leaves for manure has long
been recognized, and considering the value of nitrogen-fixing legumes as
fertilizers, the suggestion of Faber that ,ve n1ay have in these tropical
trp~s and shrubs plants of positive agricultural value for the tropical
planter is \:vell \:vorthy of consideration. The value of the mulch forn1ed
by the leaves of legulninous and other plants is keenly appreciated by
the best cultivators, and it nUlY be possible to find suitable SITIUU shrubs
of Pavetta or other rubiaceous plants \:vh:ch ,vill be worth while
gro\ving for their nitrogen-fixing leaf bacteria in the orchards of our selni
tropics or ,,'herever else the cUlnate will verInit of their cultivation."
(Fairchild. )

4555~. l\IAcRoZANONJA :MACROCARPA (Blume) Cogn. Cucurbitacere.
(Zanonia macrocarpa Blume.)

" This is one of the nl0st relnarkable cliInbing vines or lianas of Java;
remarkable because of the size of the fruits, \vhich are as large as
nledilul1-sized pUlllpkins and are borne high in the tops of the forest trees.
As the fruits ripen they open at the bottoln, and through the triangular
opening the great winged seeds fall out and, like flocks of aeroplanes, sail
a\vay in a BloSt spectacular luanner. No seed that I know of illustrates
more perfectly the principles of the' aeroplane than the seeds of this
plant; and if for no otll(~r purpose than that of instructing the youth
in our schools \vith regard to the principles of seed disseInination, this
interesting plant is worthy of cultivation in our o\vn tropical regions.
It should be experilnented ,vith in Porto Rico and Ha\vaii; and it
11light succeed in the haInnloeks of Florida.~' (]?airckUd.)

45556. l\fANGIFERA ODORATA Griffith. Anacardiace:-e.

" ..A.. large tree fror11 l\lalacca, .Java, and probably other islands in that
region, \vhere it is kuo\\,n as kU'lcini. The leav~s are about the size of
those of the conllTIon mango; like the latter, the flo\ver possesses but one
or, at ll10st, t\VO fertile stanlens. The fruit is described by Griffith as
oblong, yello\v-green \vith yello\v spots, ill-slnelling, and filled \vith
sticky gunl; flesh yellow, fibrous, s\veet, not tnrpentiny; stone COIll

pressed, fibrous. This species of l\fangifera is little kno\vn in horti
culture and seelns no\vhere to be lield in great esteelll as a fruit. It is of
interest in connection \vith studies of the cultivated nlangos." (1Vi1son
Popenoe.)

45557. CEIBA PENTANDRA (L.) Gaertn. Bombacacere. Kapok.
(Eriodendron an!ractuosU1n DC.)

.A.. moderate-sized, quick-gro\ving, upright thornless tree, indigenous
to tropical Asia and Africa. A striking peculiarity' is the manner in
,vhich the branches stretch out horizontally in \vborls at right angles
to the stem. Around the base of the tree are produced thin buttresses
or flanges which sometilnes extend for 30 feet or Inore frolll the base.
The tree is deciduous In the ory season, January to April, the greenish
,vhite flo\vers being produced in clusters shortly after the leaves have
dropped; the fruit pods ,vhich follo\v are ripe about three n10nt11s later.
The latter contain a quantity of silky cotton (kapok), and when ripe
burst open and disperse their contents. The pods should therefore be
collected before they are (]uite dry and then dried in the sun. !{apok


